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CYCLONE SEROJA 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [10.03 am]: 
On Sunday, Hon Kyle McGinn and I travelled to Kalbarri to see the progress of the clean-up and to meet with 
small business owners affected by tropical cyclone Seroja. We were keen to see what more could be done. The 
clean-up effort has been extraordinary. The progress made by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services, 
Western Power, the Shire of Northampton and the community is a testament to great coordination, hard work and 
goodwill. Western Power and the Department of Fire and Emergency Services personnel have done a remarkable 
job to restore power to the town, make safe dangerous asbestos that was exposed during the cyclone and on the 
general clean-up. However, the effect of this cyclone has had on individual business owners has been profound. 
Many small business operators have suffered significant losses, not only because of damage directly affecting their 
businesses, but also the absence of tourists as a result of the closure of the town. The closure was necessary in the 
aftermath of the cyclone to make sure the town was safe. However, there was a real desire to get back to business. 
We communicated that to our government. It is great news that as at 6.00 pm tonight, Kalbarri will reopen to visitors. 
The grey nomads are already on their way! 

Outside Kalbarri, the recovery continues. To inform further support needed by our primary producers, the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development is today distributing a survey on damage assessment 
to farming communities. The survey asks questions about livestock and cropping impacts, damage to infrastructure, 
plant or equipment, and soil conservation impacts, with provision for any other comments. The survey will inform 
recovery measures to be made available under the national disaster recovery funding arrangements. We encourage 
people to contribute to the survey, as the feedback will assist decisions around further support for both individuals 
and communities. The survey can be accessed on DPIRD’s tropical cyclone Seroja website or obtained from local 
DPIRD offices. Although there is some way to go in rebuilding from the cyclone, our regional communities are 
showing their strength and resilience, and our government is doing everything possible in support. 
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